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Dear friends,

From 22 to 24 May 2026, the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes will once again host the International 
Military Pilgrimage, a unique moment when military personnel from around the world gather to seek 
comfort, fellowship and hope. This 66th edition, with the theme ‘Sentinels of Peace,’ reminds us that 
the military vocation is much more than a professional commitment: it is a mission of vigilance, ser-
vice and self-sacrifice in the service of peace and justice.

In a world marked by tensions and uncertainties, military personnel are often faced with immense 
human and spiritual challenges. In Lourdes, a land of healing and consolation, everyone can lay 
down their burdens, find a place to recharge their batteries and renew their faith. This pilgrimage is 
an invitation to rediscover the profound meaning of our commitment: to be peacemakers, guardians 
of hope, watchful guardians attentive to the needs of the world.

The PMI is also a living testimony to international brotherhood. Seeing soldiers from nations that 
were once enemies praying together and marching side by side is a powerful sign of reconciliation 
and unity. This edition also marks two significant anniversaries: the 400th anniversary of the French 
Navy, a testament to France’s ongoing commitment to protecting its people, and the 40th anniversa-
ry of the apostolic constitution Spirituali militum curae, which gave military chaplaincies around the 
world their own pastoral framework by establishing them as military ordinariates, working closely 
with men and women in uniform. 

For those who are wounded, physically or morally, this pilgrimage remains a special time of ac-
companiment and consolation. Thanks to the faithful commitment of caregivers, volunteers and 
chaplains, everyone can experience inner peace and recovery.

I invite you to live these days of grace to the full, to listen to what God wants to place in our hearts 
and to leave with the impetus to be, wherever we are sent, sentinels of peace.

May this pilgrimage be a source of comfort and strength for everyone. Under the maternal gaze of 
Mary, let us renew our commitment to serve with humanity and faith.

My prayers and thoughts are with you.

THE BISHOP’S EDITORIAL
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1. What is the PMI?
The International Military Pilgrimage (PMI) is an annual gathering of military personnel, civilian defence staff 
and their families, held in Lourdes. Created after the Second World War and international in scope since 
1958, it promotes peace, reconciliation and fraternity between nations.

2. Who organises the event?
The PMI is run by the operational management unit, which is part of the French Catholic military chaplaincy. 
The DIRPMI coordinates the work and logistics with the support of the French Armed Forces. Religious ac-
tivities are organised by the Diocese of the French Armed Forces and planned by the International Council, 
which is made up of nineteen invited national delegations. 

3. Why Lourdes?
Lourdes is a spiritual centre where the Virgin Mary appeared to Bernadette Soubirous in 1858. Nearly 3.5 mil-
lion pilgrims visit each year. It is a place of healing, conversion, brotherhood and peace, particularly suited to 
welcoming military personnel from around the world. 

4. How many participants?
The PMI brings together an average of between 15,000 and 18,000 participants from around forty nations. 
It is attended by military personnel, defence civilians, families, wounded soldiers, chaplains, volunteers and 
journalists. 

5. Is the PMI a religious event?
Yes, the PMI is a Catholic pilgrimage, punctuated by celebrations, sacraments, processions and times of 
prayer. But it also has a strong human, fraternal, historical and cultural dimension. All those present, whether 
believers or not, find it a place for meeting and dialogue. 

6. Why is this event important for the Armed Forces?
The PMI is one of the largest annual international military gatherings. It allows military personnel to meet in 
a peaceful setting, reflect on the meaning of their commitment, experience international brotherhood and ex-
press their desire to serve peace. 

7. What is the place of the wounded?
Those who have suffered physical, psychological and moral injuries occupy a central place. Everything is or-
ganised to welcome them, support them and enable them to fully experience the grace of Lourdes, thanks to 
the armed forces’ health service, the Hospitalité Notre-Dame des Armées and the commitment of numerous 
volunteers.  

8. What about young soldiers?
Young soldiers make up a significant proportion of pilgrims. They come in search of meaning, brotherhood 
and solid guidance. Vigils, meetings, discussions and prayer sessions are specially organised for them. 

9. What’s new this year?
The 66th PMI is focusing on the theme of ‘Sentinels of Peace’ through conferences, testimonials, etc.

10. How can the media cover the event?
Journalists can request accreditation from the Diocese of the French Armed Forces. A press conference and 
access to celebrations and highlights are planned. 

THE PMI IN TEN QUESTIONS
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When?
The International Military Pilgrimage (PMI) will take 
place from 22 to 24 May 2026, during the feast of 
Pentecost. Under the presidency of His Excellency 
Monsignor Antoine de Romanet de Beaune, Bishop 
of the French Armed Forces, Chief Chaplain of the 
Catholic Church and President of the PMI, military 
personnel from around the world are invited to gather 
in Lourdes to experience a time of prayer, fraternity 
and unity together.

Where?
The pilgrimage takes place in the spiritual centre of 
Lourdes, a world-famous sanctuary where the Vir-
gin Mary appeared to Bernadette Soubirous in 1858. 
Every year, around 3.5 million pilgrims visit the foot 
of the Massabielle grotto, a place of apparitions, hea-
lings and conversions. Lourdes offers a unique set-
ting to take a break, recharge your batteries, catch 
your breath and embark on an inner journey of en-
counter: with God, with others and with yourself. 

For who?
French military personnel, civilian employees of the 
armed forces, their families and their brothers in arms 
from around the world are invited to participate in the 
International Military Pilgrimage by registering with 
their own national delegation. 
The diversity of uniforms, military traditions and 
cultures is one of the riches of the PMI. Each dele-
gation comes with its own history, expectations and 
challenges, but all share the same goal: to pray for 
peace, renew their vocation to service and expe-
rience a brotherhood that transcends borders. The 
PMI is thus one of the few international events where 
career military personnel, young recruits, wounded 
soldiers, families, chaplains and army leaders come 
together in a spirit of unity. 

Retrospective
The International Military Pilgrimage originated in mi-
litary gatherings organised in Lourdes after the Se-
cond World War, in a spirit of Franco-German recon-
ciliation. 
In 1958, German and French chaplains proposed 
opening this initiative to nations wishing to promote 
peace. This first edition of the PMI, which marked the 
true launch of the international pilgrimage, brought 
together 40,000 participants from eleven countries. 
Since then, the PMI has established itself as a 
highlight of prayer for peace in Lourdes, a place of 
conversion and evangelisation, and today it works for 
fraternity between peoples, the spirituality of the ar-
med forces and the accompaniment of the wounded. 
Over the decades, the PMI has become a living wit-

ness to the ability of the armed forces to build peace 
beyond conflicts. It has accompanied major geopoliti-
cal developments, helping to bring former rival powers 
closer together and establish dialogue between na-
tions that were sometimes distant. This retrospective 
thus reminds us that the PMI is not only focused on 
the past: it also sheds light on current challenges, in-
viting each participant to become a peacemaker in a 
world of tension.  

An international event
The cultural activities of the International Military Pil-
grimage are planned by an international council com-
posed of nineteen national delegations: sixteen Euro-
pean, two North American and one African. 
The operational management unit of the International 
Military Pilgrimage is located within the French Ca-
tholic military chaplaincy. It coordinates the work and 
logistics of the International Military Pilgrimage with 
the support of the French Armed Forces. 
The international dimension of the PMI is not limited 
to the presence of foreign delegations. It also takes 
the form of close cooperation between the armed 
forces and chaplaincies of different countries. Infor-
mal exchanges, fraternal meetings and joint partici-
pation in ceremonies reinforce a spirit of unity that is 
particularly valuable in an international context mar-
ked by instability and tension. The PMI thus becomes 
a space for discreet but real diplomacy, where uni-
forms unite around a common call for peace. 

THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY PILGRIMAGE IN BRIEF
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The theme of the 66th International Military Pilgri-
mage, Sentinels of Peace, echoes an expression 
used by Saint John Paul II and highlights one of the 
most profound aspects of the military vocation: vi-
gilance, self-sacrifice and constant attention to the 
common good. 
To be a sentinel is to hold a discreet but essential 
position, watching tirelessly to protect populations 
and prevent threats. In the Christian tradition, it also 
means staying awake, confident, and turned towar-
ds the light. 
In a world beset by numerous crises and upheavals, 
this theme invites each military pilgrim to rediscover 
their primary mission: to be a peacemaker, a guar-
dian of hope, a watchman in the midst of uncertainty. 

Being a sentinel: a military, human and 
spiritual role
In the military imagination, the sentinel is the one who 
observes, protects, alerts and watches. This role has 
universal significance: it symbolises the soldier’s res-
ponsibility in the face of danger, but also his commit-
ment to serving the most vulnerable. 
From a spiritual point of view, the sentinel is the one 
who does not allow himself to fall asleep, the one 
who waits, who hopes, who discerns. He is a sign of 
fidelity and availability. 
Thus, the soldier on pilgrimage is invited to reflect on 
this dual mission: to ensure the security of nations 
and to remain attentive to his conscience, to God, 
and to the needs of the world. 

Peace: vigilance, discernment and action
Peace can never be taken for granted: it 
must be built, protected and maintained.  
In operations, both in the field and in everyday mili-
tary life, being a sentinel requires discernment, self-
control and a broad and fair vision. 
The theme of the 66th PMI therefore calls on every 
member of the military to revisit their commitment: 

•	 How can we discern what promotes peace?
•	 How can we act fairly?
•	 How can we prevent conflicts?
•	 How can we remain vigilant without letting our-

selves be overcome by fear or exhaustion?
This path to peace, demanding but essential, is at the 
heart of the military vocation.

An inner mission: peace of heart, peace 
of the world
Outer peace is inseparable from inner peace. 
Military personnel often experience hardship, men-
tal fatigue, operational stress or psychological trau-
ma. Lourdes is a place where this reality can be laid 
down, entrusted and illuminated. 

Through prayer and silence, everyone is invited to 
find a space for inner breathing. 
Being a sentinel of peace also means: 

•	 cultivating peace of heart,
•	 healing what has been wounded,
•	 welcoming light into what remains dark.

SENTINELS OF PEACE
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From 1919 to 1944 
On 11 November 1919, at the end of the First World 
War, the first pilgrimage of thanksgiving was held in 
Lourdes. It brought together French people and sol-
diers from the Allied forces, particularly the British.  
In 1933, under the influence of Abbé Bergey, the first 
international pilgrimage of Catholic veterans took 
place, which became an annual event until the out-
break of the Second World War.  
 
1944, a major event 
A seminal event in 1944 at the grotto marked the be-
ginning of what would become the International Mili-
tary Pilgrimage. The Toulouse press reported on 13 
December 1944 that on the same day, soldiers from 
the French Forces of the Interior and Soviet soldiers 
gathered together at Massabielle. The cave’s journal 
of 17 December states that the Mass celebrated that 
Sunday by Monsignor Saliège at the Basilica of the 
Rosary brought together 120 wounded soldiers from 
recent battles, French military authorities and Allied 
representatives. 
This unexpected scene, in the heart of a world still 
scarred by war, already revealed the profound mis-
sion of the future PMI: to bring together men who had 
once been divided around the same quest for peace. 

First meeting in 1945 
Following this first experience, the Archbishop of Tou-
louse entrusted Father André Besombes with organi-
sing a military gathering in Lourdes. The first meeting 
took place in September 1945. It became a national 
event in 1947 and even saw the discreet participation 
of German Father Ludwig Steger, a former prisoner 
of war and friend of Father Besombes. 
This Franco-German friendship, born in a context 
of captivity and reconciliation, would be one of the 
human foundations of the pilgrimage’s international 
outreach. 
 

1958, the first PMI 
In 1956, the creation of the new German army was 
accompanied by a strengthening of ties between the 
French and German chaplaincies. Very quickly, the 
idea of an international gathering took shape: mee-
ting in Lourdes, only a few years after fighting each 
other, became a bold gesture of peace. In 1958, 
chaplains from nine nations came together to define 
the terms of the first PMI. 
This first international gathering, bringing together 
40,000 participants from eleven countries, firmly es-
tablished the PMI’s mission of fraternity between 
peoples and prayer for peace. 
 
Today 
Since then, the PMI has been based on fraternity, mi-
litary spirituality and support for the wounded. The In-
ternational Preparatory Conference (CIP), created in 
Fontainebleau in 1958, meets every year to set the 
guidelines for the next pilgrimage. 
It remains today an essential forum for dialogue 
between nations, ensuring the continuity of the PMI 
despite successive geopolitical changes.

80 YEARS OF HISTORY, FROM 1944 TO TODAY 
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Since its inception, the PMI has distinguished itself 
as a laboratory for peace, a place where uniforms 
from around the world come together not to defend, 
but to dialogue, pray and learn from one another. 
This peacemaking dimension is at the heart of the 
very vocation of pilgrimage. 
 
A unique space for reconciliation 
Seeing soldiers from formerly opposing nations walk-
ing side by side is a striking testimony. In Lourdes, 
geopolitical tensions fade away to make room for a 
simple and true brotherhood, built around a universal 
mission: to serve peace. 
 
The International Conference of 
Authorities: an essential dialogue 
Every year, the PMI hosts a high-level confe-
rence bringing together ministers, chiefs of staff, 
general officers, civil authorities, ambassadors 
and bishops. 
This space for free dialogue, marked by trust, 
offers a cross-disciplinary perspective on the 
military and human challenges of the contem-
porary world. 
 
A global military fraternity 
The PMI brings together delegations from 
around the world. Despite the diversity of lan-
guages, backgrounds and military traditions, 
one common truth prevails: peace can never be 
taken for granted, but is built through encounter, 
trust and solidarity. 
 
Lourdes, spiritual capital of peace 
A place of apparitions, healing and consolation, 
Lourdes becomes the scene of an annual gathe-
ring that combines prayer, international brothe-

rhood and hope. 
Here, military personnel rediscover what lies at the 
heart of their commitment: preserving life, protecting 
peoples and serving a higher ideal. 
 
A message for the contemporary world 
In a complex global context marked by conflicts, in-
ternational crises and social divisions, the PMI shows 
that another path is possible: that of dialogue, frater-
nity and peace built step by step.

THE PMI, A SCHOOL OF PEACE BETWEEN NATIONS
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Welcoming and supporting the wounded 
In 2025, 274 wounded and sick French and foreign 
nationals were accompanied to Lourdes by the PMI. 
Among them were 46 French soldiers wounded in 
service, treated in military training hospitals or at the 
National Institution for Disabled Veterans. 
The PMI offers them a special place to experience 
the grace of Lourdes: time for prayer, the sacrament 
of the sick, moments of rest and fellowship. 
In Lourdes, the sick and wounded are at the heart of 
the pilgrimage. 
 
The pilgrimage: a prayer of the body 
Faith engages the whole person with their joys, 
wounds and frailties. In Lourdes, the sick take pride 
of place. They come to seek consolation, comfort and 
hope. 
Everything is organised for them: the sacrament of 
the sick, the Way of the Cross, bathing in the pools, 
participation in the International Challenge for the In-
jured and Able-bodied. 
Through these gestures, the whole body becomes 
prayer: walking, effort, water, the light of the proces-
sions. This «incarnate prayer» particularly touches 
the wounded, whose experience of physical suffering 
gives deep meaning to this spiritual journey. 
For many, this time in Lourdes marks a turning point: 
a sense of peace, recovery, and sometimes inner re-
conciliation. 
 
The Notre-Dame des Armées Hospitality 
The Notre-Dame des Armées Hospitality (HNDA) 
provides all the facilities for welcoming and suppor-
ting the wounded. 
It coordinates the teams of hospital workers, vo-
lunteers and carers present in Lourdes during the pil-
grimage. 
This mission also extends beyond the PMI: visitors 
travel to military hospitals throughout the year to sup-
port the wounded and their families, working closely 
with chaplains and medical staff. 
 
Army Health Service volunteers 
Around thirty professionals from the Armed Forces 
Health Service — military doctors, nurses and nur-
sing assistants — volunteer their time to care for 
and assist patients participating in the PMI. They are 
accompanied by hospital staff from the Hospitalité 
Notre-Dame des Armées. 
These caregivers give up a few days of their leave, 
demonstrating a rare commitment that combines me-
dical expertise and military camaraderie. Their pre-
sence reassures and comforts the wounded, allowing 
them to fully experience the pilgrimage. 
 

Volunteers 
To accomplish this mission, the caregivers are as-
sisted by 290 volunteers. Supervised by the asso-
ciation’s hospital staff, they take care of daily tasks 
during the three days: dressing, tidying up, cleaning, 
meals, services, transportation, etc. 
Their availability creates a caring environment where 
the wounded can let themselves be carried along. 
This simple, concrete solidarity gives the PMI its at-
mosphere of profound humanity. 
In addition to these volunteers, around fifty pilgrims 
come every day to lend a hand at the Hospitalité 
Notre-Dame des Armées. 
This means that between four and five people per 
day per patient work to enable them to fully expe-
rience their pilgrimage. 
 
Year-round support 
Outside the PMI, the HNDA sends visitors to visit the 
wounded in military training hospitals. 
These trained volunteers provide a regular presence, 
moral support, attentive listening and spiritual gui-
dance. 
They are sentinels of compassion throughout the 
year. 
 
Focus: moral injury 
Moral injury affects the senses, the soul and identity. 
They can arise in the face of violence, loss, feelings 
of guilt or no return. 
The PMI is an essential place where this invisible 
wound can be recognised, laid down and accompa-
nied. 
Chaplains, carers, military psychologists and bro-
thers in arms offer a respectful and competent pre-
sence. 
Prayer, celebrations and the silence of Lourdes 
contribute to a journey of inner reconstruction.

THE PMI, SERVING WOUNDED SOLDIERS 
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The spirit of the challenge 
A festive and fraternal event, the International 
Challenge for the Injured and Able-Bodied takes 
place in the sanctuary’s meadow. 
Disabled and able-bodied participants take part to-
gether in a relay race around a joëlette, a powerful 
symbol of solidarity. 
 
Changing perceptions of disabled people 
This initiative by the HNDA and the National Institu-
tion for Disabled People makes it possible to: 

•	 highlight the determination of disabled people, 
•	 change perceptions of disability, 
•	 overcome physical and moral limitations, 
•	 encourage cohesion among military personnel. 

 
An international organisation 
The challenge, co-organised by the United States 
and the Hospitalité Notre-Dame des Armées, is ce-
lebrating its eleventh anniversary this year. Eleven 
countries are involved in organising the challenge or 
running stands, out of the nineteen member nations 
of the International Council. 
This international cooperation demonstrates the 
strong involvement of the delegations in the success 
of this event. Each country brings its own culture, co-
lours and specialities, helping to make the challenge 
a unique moment of sharing, emulation and military 
fraternity. 
 
A moment of shared joy 
The joy that emanates from these encounters is 
contagious: it reveals a profound humanity and re-
minds us that military strength is never separate from 
the fraternal dimension on which it is based. 

«Head and legs» 
Pitting teams of all nationalities against each other, 
the challenge consists of a one-hour relay race (four 
laps of 1,000 metres) interspersed with sporting and 
intellectual workshops: push-ups, blowpipe shooting, 
laser rifle shooting, boccia, log sawing, quizzes, etc. 
The alternation between physical challenges and 
mental tests highlights all skills and allows eve-
ryone—both injured and able-bodied—to contribute 
to the common goal. The challenge thus becomes a 
testing ground for team spirit, situational intelligence, 
and active solidarity.

THE INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGE FOR THE WOUNDED 
AND ABLE-BODIED
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The PMI’s high profile and the number of pilgrims 
from the world of defence make it a major event for 
the armed forces, authorised by the Minister of the 
Armed Forces. Placed un e under the presidency of 
the Bishop of the Armed Forces, Chief Chaplain of 
the Catholic Church, the PMI relies on the services of 
the Catholic military chaplaincy. 
These services are the main point of contact for the 
Marseille Defence Zone Headquarters (EMZD-MRS). 
The Prefecture of Tarbes, the Town Hall of Lourdes, 
the police and the Gendarmerie also contribute to the 
success of the International Military Pilgrimage. 
This close cooperation between civil and military ins-
titutions reflects the scale of the operation: the PMI 
mobilises multiple actors to ensure the safety, smoo-
th running and quality of the welcome given to pil-
grims. 
 
Support 
Various operational units are set up to meet the needs 
of the pilgrimage, both in terms of human and mate-
rial resources: pilgrim safety, reception, transport and 
travel for authorities, liaison and interpreting, techni-
cal team, international support service, international 
protocol service, accommodation and logistics for the 
International Camp, etc. 
The personnel mobilised are selected for their skills 
and qualifications from within the French or foreign 
armed forces. In total, nearly 500 people from the ar-
med forces of the various countries present are parti-
cipating in the event. 
 
The International Camp 
An International Camp is set up in the «Youth Vil-
lage» to provide affordable accommodation for some 
of the personnel mobilised and for military pilgrims of 
all nationalities. It accommodates around 1,600 mi-
litary personnel, including French, German, Polish, 
Austrian and Croatian support personnel. 
Nearly 250 tents, three field kitchens and a mobile 
laundry facility are set up to provide accommodation, 
logistics and food for the military pilgrims. The armed 
forces’ health service provides medical support for 
the camp. 
The International Camp is a veritable temporary mi-
litary village. It promotes camaraderie between dele-
gations, informal exchanges and cohesion between 
military personnel from different cultures. 
 
The Technical Team for Celebrations and 
Ceremonies (ETCC) 
Each year, 30 volunteers make up the ETCC for the 
International Military Pilgrimage. Most of them are 
military personnel with specific technical expertise. 
In the run-up to the event, the ETCC identifies the 

needs of the celebration and ceremony designers, 
ensures technical authorisations are in place, and 
prepares the administrative files for equipment and 
personnel. 
Eight days before the start of the PMI, it installs all 
the necessary temporary infrastructure: assembly 
and dismantling, electrical wiring, sound and video 
control, decorations, transport of ecclesiastical equip-
ment, etc. 
The ETCC is a close-knit family, united by its rituals 
and expertise, serving a generous commitment. Wi-
thout it, no celebration could take place under the 
right conditions. 
 
The International Support Service (SEI) 
Established in 2006, the SEI is composed of 250 ac-
tive military personnel, including a large contingent of 
French, Croatian, Spanish, German, Austrian, Italian 
and Swiss gendarmes. 
It provides security for ceremonies, controls access, 
manages the flow and placement of pilgrims, and en-
sures the protection of the civil, military and religious 
authorities present at the Sanctuary. 
 
The International Protocol Service (SPI) 
Created in 2018, the SPI welcomes and seats au-
thorities and delegations during international celebra-
tions and ceremonies. 
It is composed of 130 military personnel from the 
German, Canadian, Croatian, Spanish, American, 
French, Hungarian, Italian and Swiss armed forces.

THE PMI, A MAJOR EVENT FOR THE ARMED FORCES
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The sacraments 
Christian initiation 
Every year, numerous adult baptisms and confirma-
tions are celebrated during the Christian Initiation 
Mass. 
In 2025, 224 baptisms and 473 confirmations were 
received in Lourdes by the French military commu-
nity. 
These sacraments are the culmination of a journey 
prepared throughout the year within the units, ac-
companied by chaplains: baptismal stages in the re-
gion, decisive call, formation meetings. 
For those who experience them, these sacraments 
represent a strong act of faith, often matured in the 
demanding context of military life. Experiencing them 
in Lourdes, within the framework of the PMI, gives 
them a special significance and a deeply meaningful 
spiritual dimension. 
 
The Sacrament of the Sick 
The Sacrament of the Sick offers those who suf-
fer physically or morally a special spiritual strength. 
Through the anointing with oil and the prayer of the 
Church, it brings comfort, inner peace and hope. 
At the PMI, special attention is given to the woun-
ded and military personnel who have suffered. For 
French pilgrims, it is given during the opening Mass 
of the French delegation.  
 
Reconciliation 
Through this sacrament, Catholics acknowledge 
their sins before God and receive His forgiveness. 
Through dialogue with a priest, they find peace of 
heart, reconciliation and a new spiritual impetus. Du-
ring the PMI, this time of personal encounter is offe-
red to all those who wish to experience this step of 
conversion. 
 
Celebrations 
Whether international or specific to each delegation, 
there are many celebrations: international Mass, 
Mass of Christian Initiation, celebration of reconcilia-
tion, Marian procession, etc. 
They constitute the spiritual heart of the PMI, brin-
ging all participants together in a common prayer for 
peace. 
 
The international opening ceremony 
The inaugural event of the pilgrimage, it brings to-
gether all the military delegations around a message 
of peace and brotherhood. It marks the official start of 
the PMI and sets the spiritual tone for the gathering. 
 
The international military ceremony 
A solemn moment, it pays tribute to the soldiers who 

have served their country and those who have fallen 
for peace. The delegations come together to show 
respect, unity and solidarity. 
 
The Eucharistic procession 
At the heart of the Lourdes tradition, the Eucharis-
tic procession manifests the pilgrims’ faith in the real 
presence of Christ in the Host. It is a time of solemn 
prayer for the sick, the wounded and all those entrus-
ted to the intercession of the Virgin Mary. 
 
The Marian procession 
Carrying torches, pilgrims walk while praying the ro-
sary and carrying the intentions of the world. This pro-
cession expresses trust in Mary and brings together 
thousands of military personnel in an atmosphere of 
peace and contemplation. 
 
The International Mass 
Celebrated at the Basilica of Saint Pius X, it brings 
together all the delegations around the Eucharist. 
Sung and prayerful, it bears witness to the universa-
lity of the Church and the fraternity between the na-
tions present. 
 
The Farewell Ceremony 
The closing ceremony of the PMI, it allows the de-
legations to give thanks for the days spent together 
and to be sent on their missions under the gaze of 
Mary, bearing a message of peace.

CELEBRATIONS AND SACRAMENTS AT THE PMI 
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THE 66th PMI IN FIGURES

17 000
PARTICIPANTS

7 136
FRENCH

3 656
ITALIAN

870
CROATIAN

incl. 224 catechumens
473 confirmations

274 sick & wounded 
incl. 228 foreigners

88 journalists
incl. 53 foreigners

#PMI2025

incl.

37
COUNTRIES

28 teams

475 sportsmen 

14 countries 

58 wounded 

Able-bodied & wounded 
challenge

170 supervisors

Germany
Austria

Ivory Coast
Croatia
Spain
France

Hungary
Ireland
Italy

Luxembourg
Netherlands

Poland
Portugal

U.-K.
Slovakia

Switzerland

16
MILITARY
MUSICS

1 448 pilgrims

15 730 meals served

INTERNATIONAL
CAMP

The 65th PMI in figuresPÈLERINAGE MILITAIRE       INTERNATIONAL LO
UR

DE
S
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A presence from all the French armed 
forces 
During the International Military Pilgrimage, milita-
ry personnel from each branch of the armed forces 
(Army, Air Force, Navy and Gendarmerie) travel to 
Lourdes, invited to come together to pray for peace, 
joining delegations from around the world. 
In 2025, more than 7,000 French military personnel 
attended this unique event, during which some re-
ceived the sacraments of Christian initiation. 
This diversity of uniforms, backgrounds and missions 
reflects the universality of the PMI. It brings the ar-
med forces together around a common goal: to pray, 
to meet, to reconnect with the deeper meaning of ser-
vice. 
The shared experience in Lourdes also promotes in-
ter-service cohesion and allows everyone to discover 
the richness of the traditions of other forces, in a cli-
mate of unity and fraternity. 
 
In the footsteps of Bernadette 
Bartrès, the Boly mill, the dungeon... These are just 
some of the places that symbolise Bernadette’s life 
before she met the « beautiful Lady ». Pilgrims are 
invited to walk in the footsteps of the saint by redis-
covering the different places that marked her history. 
This spiritual journey, much appreciated by military 
personnel, connects the simplicity of Bernadette’s life 
with the profound questions that arise from the mili-
tary experience: vulnerability, mission, hope. Walking 
in Bernadette’s footsteps also means learning to look 
differently at what appears humble or fragile. 
 
Young people at the PMI 
Every year, the International Military Pilgrimage at-
tracts many young people, students from military 
high schools, in school or already in the forces, for 
whom Lourdes becomes a special place of spiritual 
life. Beyond prayer and the discovery of faith, the PMI 
offers them the opportunity to experience inter-ser-
vice fraternity, to consolidate the values that guide 
their commitment and to meet their counterparts from 
other nations. These three days allow young military 
personnel to recharge their batteries, reflect on their 
mission and grow humanly and spiritually in a setting 
of sharing and openness. 
 
Military music 
Throughout the PMI, a dozen French and internatio-
nal military bands perform at ceremonies, celebra-
tions, concerts and festivals. This year, to mark the 
400th anniversary of the French Navy, the French de-
legation has invited the Navy band to perform. 
The band will participate musically in celebrations 
specific to France, as well as in the international ope-

ning, the international military music festival and the 
international military ceremony.  

The French Navy Band
The French Navy Band is the French Navy’s premier 
musical ensemble. Based in Toulon, it is a military 
wind orchestra composed of professional musicians 
who have graduated from leading conservatories. 
Heir to an ancient tradition dating back to the life of 
sailors on board ships, where drums and instruments 
already set the pace for service and ceremonies on 
board, it was officially created in 1827 and has since 
perpetuated France’s maritime musical heritage.
A major player in military ceremonies, the band pro-
vides musical accompaniment for military parades, 
commemorations and official events of the French 
Navy. It also contributes to the cultural influence of 
the armed forces by performing at concerts in France 
and abroad, helping to strengthen the bond between 
the Navy and the Nation.
With a staff of around seventy musicians, the French 
Navy Band is distinguished by the diversity of its en-
sembles – wind orchestra, chamber music groups, 
brass and jazz ensembles – and by the breadth of its 
repertoire, which combines military tradition, classi-
cal heritage and contemporary creations. This versa-
tility enables it to meet the requirements of protocol 
as well as the expectations of a wide audience.
As part of the International Military Pilgrimage, its 
presence takes on special significance on the occa-
sion of the 400th anniversary of the French Navy.
Through its participation, the French Navy Band is 
fully involved in the celebrations of this anniversary, 
helping to honour French maritime history, keep its 
traditions alive and promote the values of cohesion, 
commitment and hope that bring sailors and pilgrims 
together.

International military music festival: on Saturday, 
bands from each country will give free performances. 
This year, the French Navy Band will participate to re-
present France. 
Concerts: On Saturday afternoon, there will be a 
concert of Italian music, and on Sunday evening, 
German music. 
The presence of these military bands, with their own 
traditions and varied repertoires, brings a strong 
cultural dimension to the pilgrimage. Music becomes 
a common language, capable of uniting nations and 
carrying a message of peace far beyond words. 

THE 66th INTERNATIONAL MILITARY PILGRIMAGE 
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The Chief Chaplain 
Appointed by the Pope after consultation with the 
French government, the Chief Chaplain of the Catho-
lic Church, Bishop of the French Armed Forces, re-
ports to the Chief of the Defence Staff. He is assisted 
by a Vicar General and a Deputy Chief Chaplain for 
each branch of the armed forces: Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Space Force, and National Gendarmerie. 
He leads the diocese with the support of the Epis-
copal Council, composed of the four deputy chief 
chaplains of the armed forces and regional chaplains. 
His Excellency Monsignor Antoine de Romanet is a 
graduate and doctor of Sciences Po Paris. He com-
pleted his national service in Cairo, then studied phi-
losophy and theology in Brussels and Rome. Or-
dained a priest for the Diocese of Paris in 1995, he 
was appointed vicar of the parish of Notre-Dame de 
l’Assomption, chaplain of the Lycée Molière in Paris 
and delegate of the Diocese of Paris for World Youth 
Day from 1998 to 2001. 

In 2000, he became general chaplain of Stanislas 
College in Paris. In 2002, he was appointed parish 
priest of Saint-Louis de France in Washington, D.C., 
and chaplain of the French Lycée Rochambeau. 
Returning to Paris in 2010, he was appointed parish 
priest of Notre-Dame d’Auteuil in the 16th arrondis-
sement. He is also administrator of COROT Entraide, 
a social welfare centre for 18-25 year olds, and admi-
nistrator of the Apprentis d’Auteuil association. 
In 2011, he became co-director of the «Politics and 
Religions» department of the Collège des Bernar-
dins research centre. From 2013, he taught social 
ethics at the Saint-Sulpice seminary in Issy-les-Mou-
lineaux. He is a member of the Catholic Academy of 
France and a member of the Overseas Academy of 
Sciences. 
His Excellency Monsignor Antoine de Romanet 
was appointed Bishop of the French Armed Forces 
in June 2017. He was ordained and installed on 10 
September of the same year. He is the fifth Bishop of 
the French Armed Forces. 

A historic chaplaincy, an extraordinary 
diocese 
The Catholic military chaplaincy was established by 
the law of 8 July 1880, confirmed by the 1905 law se-
parating Church and State and the French Constitu-
tion. Indeed, the secular State must ensure freedom 
of worship for those who are deprived of it. This is the 
case for military personnel subject to the constraints 
of their mission. 
The Catholic chaplaincy is supported by the Diocese 
of the French Armed Forces, established in 1986 by 
Saint John Paul II on the former vicariate of the Ar-
med Forces, which provides spiritual guidance and 
expertise. 
The Catholic chaplaincy knows no boundaries. It 
sends its 198 active and reserve military chaplains, 
priests (130), deacons (17) and lay people (51) to 
provide moral support, spiritual guidance and advice 
to the command at the heart of the Armed Forces. 
Wherever they are, in garrisons, overseas, in theatres 
of operations or on French Navy ships, soldiers can 
count on their chaplain to listen, advise and accom-
pany them. 
Based in Paris (6th arrondissement), the diocese has 
its cathedral at Saint-Louis des Invalides. 

THE DIOCESE OF THE FRENCH ARMED FORCES 
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In 2025, the Catholic chaplaincy recorded 912 bap-
tisms, 672 confirmations and celebrated 176 wed-
dings. 

At the intersection of the human and the 
divine 
«What can we expect from a chaplain? Someone 
who gives meaning, an expert in humanity, and who 
embodies Christ, that is to say, who embodies good-
ness, self-sacrifice, serenity, and surrender for love. 
Someone who is the face of Christ at the gates of 
hell. » This is how Admiral (2S) Gillier describes the 
chaplain. 
Military personnel under contract, religious or lay, 
male or female, chaplains have chosen to wear the 
uniform and join the military to bring God into the 
midst of combat. 
With a single rank of chaplain for greater proximity, 
their task is to be there for all military personnel, to 
listen, advise and support the men and women of the 
armed forces and to celebrate worship. 
Their free presence in the daily life of soldiers and 
their expertise in humanity must be open to encoun-
ter and accompaniment. Their discretion and the trust 
they inspire make them a comrade and confidant, a 
support and pillar of faith. In the particular context 
of violence to which military personnel are exposed, 
chaplains aim as much to «moralise» people as to 
humanise war. 
Responsible for the souls entrusted to him, his vo-
cation is to work towards the unification of man, to 
open him up to the spiritual dimension and to offer 

services and prayers to those who desire them. 
Finally, he has an advisory role to the command, 
through his keen analysis of situations, his rela-
tionships with others, and his ability to establish 
bonds of truth and trust. 
Padres of tomorrow: after eight years of intellec-
tual, spiritual and military training, seminarians will, if 
called, be ordained as priests in the service of the 
Diocese of the French Armed Forces. 
The chaplain’s specific ministry, focused on mission, 
also naturally disposes him to be able to serve the 
Church’s mission in contexts other than the armed 
forces. 
The aim of their training is to discern and deepen 
their vocation as military chaplains, as well as to learn 
about the world of the armed forces. Through military 
training, periods of reserve duty and occasional en-
listment, the seminarian s are immersed in the heart 
of the institution so that, once ordained, they can be 
as close as possible to the soldiers. They must be ful-
ly priests, which is what the soldiers expect, but also 
fully military personnel. 
Today, eight seminarians are undergoing training. 
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Thursday, 21 May 2026

18:30 – �Ceremony and laying of candles by the Paris Fire Brigade, the Marseille Marine Fire Brigade and the 
Firefighters for those who died in fires this year – Departure from the Crowned Virgin

Friday, 22 May 2026

09:00 – Welcome, opening Mass for France and sacrament of the sick – Saint Pie X
11:45 – International military ceremony – Esplanade du Rosaire
14:00 – Meeting of future baptised and confirmed – Salle polyvalente de la Forêt
14:00 – Chemin de Bartrès – Departure in front of the Hôtel Paradis
14:00 – In the footsteps of Bernadette – Sainte-Bernadette Museum – Individual walk
14:30 – Way of the Cross of Espélugues
15:30 – Rosary in French – Grotto
16:00 – Meeting of overseas citizens – Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
17:00 – Eucharistic procession – Esplanade du Rosaire
17:15 – Photo of the National Gendarmerie – Esplanade du Rosaire
18:30 – Deposition of candles by the National Gendarmerie – Brûloirs
19:15 – Gathering of pilgrims from the camp (only) and opening of the camp – Military camp
21:00 – International opening of the 66th PMI – Saint Pie X
22:30 – Youth meeting – Basilique du Rosaire

Saturday, 23 May 2026

21:30 – Mass of Christian Initiation – Saint Pie X
11:45 – Joint photos of the French delegation – Esplanade du Rosaire
14:00 – In the footsteps of Bernadette – Sainte-Bernadette Museum – Individual walk
14:00 – Parachute jump – Sanctuary meadow
14:00 – International challenge for the wounded and able-bodied – Sanctuary meadow
14:30 – International Military Music Festival – City of Lourdes
14:30 – Way of the Cross of Espélugues
15:00 – �Screening of the film Sacré-Cœur followed by testimony from the directors 
15:30 – Rosary in French – Grotto
16:30 – Concert by the Italian delegation – Sainte Bernadette
17:30 – �Procession of the Armed Forces Health Service, laying of candles, tribute to staff, patients and fami-

lies – Crowned Virgin
17:45 – Laying of candles by the French Navy – Departure from the altar on the Meadow
21:00 – Marian procession

Sunday, 24 May 2026

09:30 – International Mass of the PMI – Saint Pie X
11:30 – �Official photo of the heads of delegation with the flags & presentation of the trophies of the 

International Challenge for the Wounded and Able-bodied – Esplanade du Rosaire
14:30 – Farewell – Saint Pie X
15:30 – Rosary in French – Grotto
21:30 – Concert by the German delegation – Sainte Bernadette

In bold: international programme 
Programme subject to change
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